
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUME 46 ISSUE 2                                                                           MARCH  2016 

Rosi Franke, Editor                            Tel: 618-396-2509                 e-mail: rgfranke@frontiernet.net

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us  for the 

MWHI 16
th

 ANNUAL  

WATERFOWL CONSERVATION BANQUET 
 

April 9, 2016  at the K.C. Hall, Godfrey, IL 

 

For tickets,  please contact John Gineris at (618) 708-8117. 

Volunteers and donations are needed! 

 



 
 

 

Visit Us at: 

www.mwhi.us  

& Facebook 

 

MWHI OFFICERS 2015 
 

President 
Banquet Chairman 
John Gineris 
618-708-8117 (cell) 
618-786-2596 (home) 
 

Vice-President 
Mike Arnold 
618-786-2300 
 

Treasurer 
Shane DeSherlia 
618-639-0855 (home) 
618-946-4520 (cell) 
desherlia3@hotmail.com  
 

Membership Secretary 
Mike Devening 
618-259-6181 
 

Correspondence Secretary 
Rosi Franke 
618-396-2509 
rgfranke@frontiernet.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
Cheri Gineris 
618-786-2596 
 
MWHI DIRECTORS 2015 
Bob Jones 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-578-9547 (cell) 
 

Chris Tite 
618-610-3513 
 

Dave Geisler 
Gun Raffle Chairman/Refuge Chairman 
618-670-1419 
 

Eric Rhuede 
IFOR Board Representative 
618-410-9853 
 

Justin Wolfe 
Carlyle Lake Area Projects Chairman 
618-377-0397 
 

Don Taul 
COE Chairman 
618-978-8285 
 

Brian Arnold 
618-535-9979 
 

Ron Ragus 
618-977-2730 
 

Kevin Dawdy 
618-444-8711 
 

Bo Adcock 
Area Projects Chairman 
618-535-6585 
 

Dennis Millner  
618-910-1420 
 
 
 

John Popov (Advisor) 
Bob Schneider (Advisor) 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Monday, March 7, 2016 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Monday, April 4, 2016 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 

MWHI 16th Annual 

WATERFOWL CONSERVATION BANQUET 
at K. C. Hall, Godfrey, IL 

For tickets, contact John Gineris at 618-708-8117 

 

Monday, May 2, 2016 

MWHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
at 2404 E. Broadway, Alton at 6:15 pm 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

MWHI GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
at Alton-Wood River Sportsmen Club 

in Godfrey, IL at 7:00 pm 

 
 
The Sentry is published monthly except for December and January by Migratory 
Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., 2404 E. Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. The Sentry deadline is always 
the second Monday of each month.  

 
Statements and opinions expressed in the Sentry are those of the individual and do not 
necessarily represent the views of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc. Officers, Directors, 
Advisors, Members or the Editor. The appearance of an ad in this newsletter does not 
necessarily constitute an endorsement of a product or service. We encourage our 
members to take note of those businesses advertising in our newsletter and shop with 
them when they are in the market for their product or services. 

 
 



 
 

Corps of Engineers Projects 
Don Taul Corps Chairman 

 
Batchtown – The Obermeyer gates still need to be inspected. The structure area will be drawn down to investigate 
the leaking air bladder in the control structure. The inspection is expected to take place this spring. 
 

Ted Shanks Wildlife Management Area – This project consisted of replacing the existing 42” drain pipe with three 6’ 
diameter pipes with slide gates and minor levee work. The installation of the pipes and gates will provide an 
important management tool in regulating water levels for the area. 
The final phase of the project is in construction and consists of installing a pump station with two 30,000 gallon/min 
pumps. 
 

Clarence Cannon – When the Ted Shanks project is complete the COE is expected to begin working on the drainage 
structures and interior levees in this area. This project will closely resemble the work being done on the Ted Shanks 
project.  
 

Piasa Island/Eagles Nest – A hydraulic model of the existing river conditions at the Piasa Area project has been 
completed and built in the lab. A numeric hydraulic model is now being created to accompany the physical model, 
which will allow the designer to experiment with different designs to achieve the desired effect.  
 

Rip Rap – This project consists of channel excavations, pump station, control structures and the earthwork needed to 
better manage the area. The project costs, including land acquisitions, will be around $9 million dollars. The Project 
Report is complete and awaiting final approval. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IDNR Newsbits, February 2016 
Hunters Reminded to Report Harvest:  Illinois hunters who received a Free Upland Hunting Permit are 
reminded to report their harvest by Feb. 15. Even if they did not hunt at the site, hunters must report in to 
remain eligible for the next year’s drawing. For all of IDNR-managed state sites that utilize the Windshield 
Card system, the reporting deadline is Feb. 15.  For more information:   
https://dnr.state.il.us/windshieldcard/index.asp 

 

MWHI Survey 

MWHI is planning to conduct a membership survey this year. 

We are asking you for suggestions for possible questions that you feel 

 should be included on the survey (i.e. hunting areas, regulations,  

membership drive, website and so on). 

Please contact John Gineris at 618-708-8119. 

Your help is appreciated! 

 

 

 



 
 

IDNR Delivers Rules to Implement Regulated Harvest of Bobcats 
 
SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) today delivered rules to implement regulated 
harvest of bobcats in the State. Authority was granted by Public Act 99-0033, which took effect January 1, 2016.   
 

Proposed rules will be reviewed by the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) to 
determine compliance with statutory provisions.  The process includes a period for public comment.  Adopted rules 
will be reviewed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to assure compliance with federal regulations on trade of 
bobcat pelts, and with an international treaty governing their export. Approval of export authority by USFWS 
requires adequate measures to protect Illinois’ bobcat population from over-harvest.  
 

Proposed amendments to administrative rules 550 and 570 are posted on the Department’s website at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/adrules/Pages/Proposed.aspx.   Proposed rules include:  
 

• Harvest of bobcats will be prohibited in northeastern and east-central Illinois.   
• People must purchase a $5 Bobcat Hunting and Trapping Permit before attempting to take the species.  A limited    
    number of permits will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  
• The bag limit will be one bobcat per person per season.  
• Hunting season dates will run from November 10 through January 31 with brief closures during the firearm deer  
   season.  
• Trapping season dates will run from November 5 through January 20 in the northern zone and November 10  
   through January 25 in the southern zone.  
• People who harvest a bobcat must purchase a $5 Bobcat Registration Permit.  They will be mailed a federal tag, 
   which must be affixed permanently to the pelt before it is exported or transferred to a fur buyer, fur tanner,  
   taxidermist or garment manufacturer.  
   

Comments on these or other proposed changes to administrative rules 550 and 570 may be submitted to the 
Department by mail:  

Anne Mergen  
Illinois Department of Natural Resources  

Office of Legal Counsel  
One Natural Resources Way  

Springfield, IL 62702  
 

The public comment period is open for 45 days (through March 7, 2016). 
 
 
 

 

MWHI Seeking Scholarship Applicants 

The mission of the MWHI  is to encourage protection and restoration of waters, wildlife, forest and field; to work toward the 
elimination of pollution in all forms; to discourage unwise drainage of wetlands; to seek wise land and water use for migratory 
waterfowl hunting; to nurture and improve wildlife stocks; to restore and rehabilitate wildlife environment; to aid youths and 
adults, through conservation education, to recognize resource conservation as vital to the perpetuation of the sport of 
migratory waterfowl hunting. 

Application Window: December 1, 2016 to March 5, 2016 

For an application or for more information, please contact: 
 MWHI President John Gineris at 618-708-8117 

or email Rosi Franke at rgfranke@frontiernet.net 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE ALERT - YOUR 
IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED 

Bill would ban hunting, shutter gun ranges, and 
make it illegal to walk your dog 

ISRA, February 2016 

 The gun-grabbers are going all out with 
HB6008 in hopes of dealing a fatal blow to hunting 
and target shooting here in Illinois.  We all know 
that the next step would be a full out attack on 
defensive firearm ownership and the shuttering of 
gun shops. 
 Under HB6008, it would be illegal for 

anyone to discharge a firearm for hunting purposes 
within 1,000 yards of any building without the 
permission of the building owner or tenant.  Yes, 
that's right - 1,000 yards!  What that means is that if 
you want to bag a rabbit for dinner, you have to get 
the permission of every person living or working 
within one square mile of where you're standing.  
What are the odds of success with that endeavor?   
 Meanwhile, your dinner has hippity-hopped 
his way down the road. 
 Even crazier is the provision in HB6008 that 
would make it illegal for you to allow a dog to hunt 
within 1,000 yards of any building without the 
permission of the building owner or tenant.  So, you're 
out walking your dog one evening and Scooby-Doo 
happens to flush out a couple of sparrows.  Ruh-
row...no permission from the neighbors so it's off to 
the big house for the two of you. 
 The gun controllers are especially sneaky 
when it comes to the third provision of HB6008 - a 
provision that exempts "licensed" ranges from the 
1,000 yard rule.  If you feel good about that 
exemption, you shouldn't because there are no 
licensed ranges in Illinois.  No license - no neighbor 
permission - no range.  It's as simple as that. 
 

HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO DO TO SAVE YOUR 
FIREARM RIGHTS 
Call your own State Representative and tell him or 
her that you are a law-abiding firearm owner and 
that you deeply oppose HB6008.  Tell him or her that 
you expect them to vote against the bill.   
 

 IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
 

NRA Update on Gun Bills  1-800-392-8683 

Federal Senate Office  1-202-224-3121 

Federal House Offices  1-202-225-3121 

Illinois State Rifle Association 1-815-635-3198    
www.isra.org 

Illinois Senate Information  1-217-782-4517 

Illinois House Information  1-217-782-8223 

Sen. Wm. Sam McCann ς 50th District Tel: 217-782-8206  
Email: SenatorSam@frontier.com 

Sen. Kyle McCarterς 54th Districted: 217-782-5755 E-mail: 
senatormccarter@gmail.com 

Sen. Chapin Rose ς 51st Districted: 217-558-1006 

Sen. William R. Haine ς 56th District 
Tel:618-465-4764 E-mail: haine@senatedem.state.il.us  
 

Sen. James F. Clayborne ς 57th District 
Tel: 618-875-1212 E-mail: clayborne@senatedem.il.us 

Sen. David Luechtefeld ς 58th District          
Tel: 618-243-9014 E-mail: sendavel@midwest.com 

Sen. Gary Forby  - 59th District 
Tel: 217-782-5509 

Rep. Dan Beiser ς 111th District  
Tel: 217-782-5996  E-Mail:  dvbeiser@sbcglobal.net 
 

Rep. Natalie A. Manley ς 98th District 
Tel: 217-782-3316 
 

Rep. Adam Brown ς 102nd District 
Tel: 217-782-8398 
 

Rep. John D. Cavaletto ς 107th District 
Tel:618-548-9080  
 

Rep. Dwight Kay ς 112 District 
Tel: 618-307-9200 
 

Rep. Jay Hoffman ς 113th District 
Tel: 217-782-0104 
 

Rep. C. D. Davidsmeyer ς 100th District 
Tel: 217-243-6221 
 

Rep. Mike Bost ς 115th District 
Tel: 618-457-5787   mikebost@midwestmail.com 
 

Rep. Dan Reitz ς 116th District 
Tel: 618-443-5757 E-mail: dreitz@egyptian.net 
 

Rep. Rodney Davis  -  13th District  
Tel: 202-224-3121 
 

Rep. John Shimkus  -  15th District 
Tel: 618-344-3065 E-mail: house.gov/shimkus 
 

Sen. Richard J. Durbin   
Tel: 202-224-2152  E-mail: dick@durbin.senate.gov 
 

Sen. Mark Kirk 
Tel: 202-224-2854  Email: kirk.senate.gov



  

The Great Debate: On-Body Vs. Off-Body Carry  
NRA Family, Barbara Baird, February 11, 2016 

 
Once you decide to become a card-carrying, concealed-carry (CCW) citizen, you will find yourself asking two questions every 
morning: What should I wear? and How will I carry? You might want to throw a third question in there, too: Where am I going? 
After you decide what to wear, that’s when you need to decide how you’re going to carry a concealed firearm. Will you wear 
your firearm on your body or off your body? These are the only two options available and they require not only different gear, 
but also different training. 
 

5 Reasons For On-Body Carry 
From your armpits to your ankles, you can wear a concealed firearm in many holster designs. Here are five reasons to carry on 
your body. 
 1. Keep your friends close and your firearm closer. Close can mean a faster draw, if the setup is right. 
 2. You will never have that “purse moment” when you frantically wonder where the gun is, if you know it’s holstered and on   
    your person. 
 3. It is technically more secure to keep your gun on your person. It can’t get ripped off your body as a purse can be. Note:  
    Wearing your gun in a back holster is often discouraged by self-defense experts. That’s because the first place a robber or 
    rapist wants you to be is on your back. 
 4. Concealment is king here. Once you know what to look for in most CCW purses or bags, you can spot these types of carrying  
    devices easily – and so can others. Heavier straps, zippers and compartments all make for a great carry bag, but they can also   
    make for an easy target. 
 5. If there are children in the area, you absolutely need to know where your gun is at all times, but especially in this situation. 
 

5 Reasons for Off-Body Carry 
 1. Off-body doesn’t mean you have to wear a fanny pack like Grandpa wears. Not only are there lots of attractive options for  
    both men and women, like purses, briefcases and tablet cases, but there's another advantage: If you carry off the body, you  
    might decide to choose a larger caliber and firearm, too. (Make sure you are comfortable with the weight of that firearm,  
    though. It might be a long day, otherwise.) Another point is that women might encounter a few bumps in the road that make  
    on-body carry difficult. Creative curves, disabilities and pregnant bellies might make it difficult to draw, and/or it is  
    uncomfortable.  
 2. Another point that affects the ladies: If you are wearing an evening gown or dress, most will not accommodate any type of  
    holster other than one that fits between your legs. Awkward. It’s called printing and you don’t want your gun to do it. You can  
    buy CCW clutches with wrist straps. 
 3. For carrying in a vehicle, you can set your purse, briefcase or tablet holder on the floor or seat next to you. No need to  
     unholster it and put it somewhere on its own (unless your state requires you to do so). And also, it’s difficult with some  
     holster setups to re-dress in a parking lot or re-holster in the car. 
 4. Perhaps you choose to wear more trendy clothing that might include spandex, "athletic cuts" or tight-fitting fabric. If so, it’s  
    time to look for a cross-body purse, little pack or other type of carry bag. Just make sure you can keep it close and attached in  
    some way.  
 5. Maybe you are active. If you are doing something that makes you bounce up and down you have to ask yourself if you want to 
     wear a belly band while doing this exercise, or do you want to put it in a front pack of some type? Note: I never recommend  
     tucking a gun into a backpack unless you absolutely must. Talk about being hard to draw from! 
 

Just to complicate the debate, here are two questions you should be asking yourself: 
 

 1. Where am I going? 
If there is a chance that you will be going to a federal building, school or any place that is against the law to carry, you had better 
have thought about this way before you stepped out the door and dressed for the day. Know your state’s rules and regulations 
regarding concealed carry and where it’s permitted, and where you’ll have to park 1,000 yards away and place your gun into a 
case, or whatever. This is why you must think about your schedule for the day as you dress for your gun. If you’re in an urban 
area, and need to go into a building where you cannot carry, think about how you are going to secure that firearm in a way that 
doesn’t brandish it before you do secure it. 
 

 2. Have I trained for this type of situation? 
For any of the above methods of carry, you must train – experts love the idea of dry-firing your concealed carry gun without any 
ammunition in the gun or in the vicinity at all. Imagine yourself in the worst situation, play the “what it” game in your head – 
food court at the mall, church, office, you name it. Are you confident with drawing from the method you've chosen?   



  

The Migratory Waterfowl Hunters 
[ŀǊǊȅ wŜƛŘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ άhǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀǊǊȅ wŜƛŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƛǊǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴ ƻƴ ².D½ wŀŘƛƻΣ мртл !aκфпΦоCaΦ 

 
 History is truly “the witness that testifies to time” and Migratory Waterfowl Hunters, Inc., since its founding 
in 1970 has definitely become part of that claim. It all began after the 1969 Illinois waterfowl season became another 
chapter in the hunter’s logbook when four dedicated and hardcore waterfowlers decided it was time to call together 
and organize their fellow camo-clad warriors in an effort to maintain the existing 3-year regulation on duck blind sites 
in the Mississippi River Area. 
 Going back in time, the MRA had been established in 1939 after completion of Locks and Dam #25 at 
Winfield, Missouri, and some 30 miles downstream on the Mississippi, Locks and Dam #26 at Alton, Illinois. Vast 
areas of backwaters and wetlands were formed providing excellent sites for waterfowlers to build “duck hides” to 
pursue their passion. Over the years, some 500 duck blinds would be built and hunted without any controls. 
 Then, in the early 1950’s the Illinois Department of Conservation (later to become the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources) decided to place numbered stakes at each blind and builders were required to register their blind 
each summer prior to the waterfowl season. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had established refuges at Batchtown 
and Brussels in Calhoun County in Illinois. Also, check stations for daily blind registration were put into place in the 
MRA. The state and federal agencies had taken control of the once hunter freedom in the MRA. 
 The next step in the agencies control was placing a 2-year reallocation of each blind with a summer drawing 
for each numbered stake. Hunters had no choice but to accept the new regulation. Then, beginning in 1970 the IDNR 
decision was to begin a 1-year reallocation doing away with the 2-year plan.  
 That ridiculous proposal would result in the beginning of Migratory Waterfowl Hunters. Thanks to the 
founders:  Bob Becker, Miles Bruckner, Ed Hurley and Bill VanHoos. 
 The first gathering was held at Faith Lutheran Church in Alton in early spring of 1970 with 78 people in 
attendance. The focus was the Department’s proposed 1-year reallocation plan. Two more meetings were scheduled 
to further organize, elect officers, form by-laws, and sign up charter members. Ed Hurley was elected the first 
president. He would serve for two years.  
 By the spring of 1974, MWH membership had grown to 510 and many accomplishments were in place 
including the building and installation of 800 wood duck and mallard nests, release of 2000 mallards, cash donations 
to Ducks Unlimited and funding $15,000 for a Canada wetlands project. 
 Despite Migratory’s hard work and dedication to maintain and improve the MRA, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service would declare a 2-year duck blind reallocation in 1977. This would stay in effect until 1981 when, thanks to 
MWH’s continued influence, Director Glen Harper of IDNR declared a return to a 3-year allocation. The 3-year draw 
was held June 7, 1981. 
 Then in June of 1982, the acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife sent a letter stating, “A three-year 
reallocation of blind sites would be in the best interest of the MRA.” To date, this rule is still in effect; mission 
accomplished. 
 As the years flew by like a green winged teal, Migratory continued to campaign for hunters, being the first 
organization in the state of Illinois to donate over $1,000,000 to Ducks Unlimited, working with the IDNR on wetland 
improvement and maintenance, as well as financially supporting many events for youth and veterans. In 2016, MWH 
turned 46 years old and continued to be the oldest and largest membership (with 650) organization of its kind in the 
state of Illinois.    
 During its time MWHI has been honored to receive numerous awards. The list is long but these are a few:  
Awards from the Illinois Governor, State Senate, IDNR, N. American Waterfowl Management, Winchester 
Corporation, Arkansas Wildlife Federation, the Golden Mallard Award, National Wildlife Federation, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife, Army Corps of Engineers and the President’s Award from the NRA. Scott Bryant would serve as president of 
Migratory for eight years (2004-2012) before turning the position over to present day leader, John Gineris. The 
organization holds quarterly meetings each year that are open to the public at the Alton-Wood River Sportsman Club 
plus a yearly fund-raising banquet in the spring helping spread the word. Members are updated monthly by receiving 
“The Sentry” publication thanks to the work of editor, Rosi Franke. 
 So much more could be said about the organization but by now I’m sure you get the picture. Forty-six years 
and still going, like the birds of the flyway. 



  

 
 

Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge Receives Field Trip Grant From The National Park 
Foundation 

 
Brussels, Ill.- Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge is one of 186 federal sites selected to receive a 2015 field trip grant 
from the National Park Foundation, the official charity of America’s national parks. The grant funding will allow more 
than 350 fourth grade students from Jersey, Alton and Brussels school districts to visit the wildlife refuge, most for 
the first time. 
 

This grant, part of the Foundation’s Open OutDoors for Kids program, supports the White House youth initiative 
Every Kid in a Park. 
 

“It is inspiring to see the National Park Foundation and many other partners step up to support our goal of getting 
fourth graders and their families into parks, public lands and waters that belong to all Americans," said U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior Sally Jewell. "These generous grants will ensure children across the country have an opportunity to 
experience the great outdoors in their community while developing a lifelong connection to our nation’s land, water 
and wildlife."  
 

National Park Foundation grants have made it possible for more than 400,000 students (including this year’s 
grantees) to visit national parks and other public lands and waters.  
 

“We want to help people everywhere, from all backgrounds, discover how national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, 
and other public lands and waters are relevant to their lives, and the best way to do that is to give people the 
opportunity to experience them first-hand,” said Will Shafroth, president of the National Park Foundation. “Through 
our grants that provide funding for transportation and in-park learning, we are able to connect youth and their 
families to these special places and inspire people across the country to find their park which, in turn, can foster a 
lifelong connection to all that public lands and waters have to offer.” 
 

As part of the grant funding, rangers from Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge will visit the fourth grade classrooms 
of Jersey, Alton and Brussels school districts. The students will learn how to safely enjoy the outdoors at local public 
lands and how to watch for birds while enjoying other outdoor activities such as hiking. Then each class will make a 
visit to the wildlife refuge where they will learn to watch for eagles, a popular winter activity in the area. After their 
visit to the refuge each student will participate in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Junior Duck Stamp art contest.  
 

“The National Park Foundation grant has allowed Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge to make a connection with our 
local schools,” said Refuge Manager Justin Sexton. “Our hope is that from these programs and the students’ visit to 
the refuge they will be inspired to bring their family to the wildlife refuge or any local public land to spend some time 
outdoors.” 
 

For the full list of grantees, and their projects, visit www.nationalparks.org/everykidinapark. 
  
 
ABOUT THE NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION  
The National Park Foundation is the official charity of America’s national parks and nonprofit partner to the National 
Park Service.  Chartered by Congress in 1967, the National Park Foundation raises private funds to help PROTECT 
more than 84 million acres of national parks through critical conservation and preservation efforts, CONNECT all 
Americans with their incomparable natural landscapes, vibrant culture and rich history, and INSPIRE the next 
generation of park stewards.  Find out more and become a part of the national park community at 
www.nationalparks.org. 
  



  

Reframing Trophy Hunting [Excerpts] 
                                                                    U. S. Sportsmen's Alliance, February 15, 2016 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
The popular myth of trophy hunting is that it’s simply hubristic killing by hunters for 
display upon a wall – which is only done for a head, hide or horns. The underlying belief 
is that the rest of the animal is left where it died and goes to waste. 
This is the perception anti-hunters have created, and which they are framing hunters 
every chance they get. From “Cecil” the lion in Zimbabwe, Africa, to the proposed black-
bear hunt under protest in Florida, anti-hunting activists and organizations cry ‘trophy 
hunt’ to convey what they believe is the senseless killing of animals – without regard to the associated science, 
management and ecosystem-wide benefits. 
It’s an effective tactic that resonates with the public quickly. Those two words immediately generate an affront to the 
public’s sensibilities, and creates another hurdle we have to overcome to maintain scientific, and not emotional, 
management of our flora and fauna. 
What it is 
The fact is, what animal-rights’ activists portray is not just an affront to the public’s sensibilities, the waste of an 
animal is a disgrace to the sensibilities of a hunter as well. When it comes to a ‘trophy hunt,’ two points often 
overlooked by outraged activists, the media and the public include: 
A hunting season is not state-sanctioned slaughter. Every state has wanton waste laws that mandate the harvest and 
use of meat, hides or other body parts to ensure that the animal is not just wasted, and that the number of 
individuals taken is in accord with the supporting habitat and predator-prey balance of the area. 
A ‘trophy’ animal and its use as table fare are not mutually exclusive. An animal can be a specimen worthy of both 
taxidermy and the table. 
A trophy hunter is simply someone who has placed self-imposed restrictions upon themselves that go above and 
beyond what’s dictated by the state. They are more selective, and will pass on younger animals, often those barely 
reaching the minimum standard, in a deeply personal pursuit to further challenge their skills and learn as much as 
possible about the prey they pursue. 
The irony of animal-rights activists crying ‘trophy hunt’ is that the true definition of a trophy hunter wholly 
undermines their most egregious complaints about hunting. The self-imposed standards of a trophy hunter often 
result in the hunter not killing an animal at all, and when one is killed, it is not an ‘unsuspecting’ animal – it is an 
animal that knows how to survive and that danger lurks at every turn. 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ 
Contrary to animal-rights’ claims, the killing of a trophy animal doesn’t damage the 
overall population of species by removing important genes from the genetic pool or 
by throwing the remaining animals into a state of societal chaos. 
A trophy animal is usually a very mature animal. That’s what makes it so difficult to 
kill, and what usually results in more impressive antlers or horns, spurs and beards, 
or other defining trophy qualities. As such, it has reproduced many times over, likely 
with many different mates, for several seasons, ensuring genetic diversity 

throughout the population and passing along the quality genes that enhanced its chances of survival and 
reproduction. Additionally, the loss of a mature animal is expected in nature, and it is quickly replaced within the 
immediate, as well as overarching, societal hierarchy. 
Trophy hunting does not damage the overall health of the population. Period. 
What it does 
Trophy hunting is the most restrictive, demanding type of hunting. As such, it not only doesn’t harm the overall 
population, it is wholly within the parameters of a scientifically managed hunt. 
A trophy hunter will remove a mature animal from the population. That population has been surveyed, and 
scientifically determined to be able to withstand the loss of a certain percentage of both male and female animals 
that will result in no net harm to the overall health of the population. Additionally, the removal of the animal opens 
habitat and resources, such as food and cover, to others within the population. 



  

 
ISRA Thursday Bulletin - February 18, 2016   

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 

 

A champion has fallen! Antonin Scalia was a champion for every American because he was a champion for the 
Constitution of the United States. Justice Scalia was an "Originalist" which means he applied the meanings of the 
words in the Constitution as they were understood then, and not a perversion of the meaning that has occurred over 
time. Because Scalia applied his interpretation of the meaning of the Constitution this way, he reversed a trend 
known as "the living document" interpretation which was eroding our freedoms. Whether Scalia's interpretation 
continues is what is at stake in this Presidential election. 
 
I have mentioned the critical nature of this election with regard to its effect on the United States Supreme Court 
several times in the Thursday Bulletin but I never thought we would face the consequences so quickly. In a sad and 
dark way, it is good that we must face this now otherwise many would never know the importance of this election 
until it was too late. The nomination of the next Supreme Court Justices is a consideration that overrides all other 
issues in my view. 
 
We are already seeing the importance of this issue to both sides. I'm sure the President will nominate a political hack 
to fill the vacancy to further divide the country. It is the usual divide and conquer ploy we have seen in the past. If 
there was ever an election that was for "all the marbles" this is it. 
 
The 2016 Presidential primaries and caucuses are about to begin in earnest. On February 20th the Nevada caucus 
takes place. If Bernie Sanders wins or makes a good showing, Hillary Clinton is in trouble. Of course Hillary gets the 
"Super Delegates" and Sanders is stuck with the regular delegates. What that means is the Democrat party leadership 
has stacked the deck against the will of its own members. In short "the fix is in for Hillary" even if Sanders wins the 
popular vote. This is a serious case of undemocratic Democrats. 
 
The Nevada Republican caucus will be held on February 23rd. On February 20th, the Republican primary will be held 
in South Carolina. The Democratic primary won't be held until the 27th of February. March 1st is the next big day for 
the primaries, but more about that next time. 
 
In Springfield we are leading off with some very nasty anti-gun and anti-gun owner bills. I will not reiterate on them 
at this time. Please check the latest alerts for the distasteful flavor of what is coming our way. The future won't be 
any better. 
 
Recently we have seen bills introduced such as SB2211, HB3160 and HB6008 which all are attacks on the Second 
Amendment. We are going to see more of these attacks this session of the Illinois General Assembly. What these bills 
and the ones that follow will show is ever increasing well organized vile attempts to chip away at the rights of 
hunters, sportsmen and gun owners. We are entering a critical period in which all gun owners will have to stick 
together. We will be sending more alerts than ever. Please don't become fatigued by all of the alerts and notices. 
 
The anti- gun barrage is designed to wear us down. We cannot let that happen.  
 
There are openings for the March 5th Women On Target clinic held in Chillicothe Sportsmen's Club. Please call the 
ISRA office to register. 
 
Thanks for being a member.

http://isra.org/


  

 

2015-2016 MWHI Gun Raffle Winners 

One Winner Every Month - Ticket Drawn on First of Every Month - Beginning April, 2015 
Subject to availability at Draw Date - Pick-up at Outrageous Outdoors, Jerseyville 

 

April 2015 Gun   - S&W S&P Shield 9mm  - Ray Gallo 

May 2015 Gun   - Tristar 12 ga O/U  - Matt Popov  

June 2015 Gun   - Henry 22 lever action  - Brad (Brownstown) 

July 2015 Gun   - Ruger 10-22   - Donals S. Griesemer 

August 2015 Gun  -  Savage 17 HMR   -Ashley D. Hayes 

September 2015 Gun  - Remington 870   -John Krivi Jr. 

October 2015 Gun  - Beretta A300 3 1/2  - Steve Boiles 

November 2015 Gun  -  Remington   - Frank Kasicki 

December 2015 Gun  - Glock 42 .380 auto  - Brad Woods 

January 2016 Gun  - Savage Axis   - Joshua Geisler 

February 2016 Gun   - FNH 9mm   - Brad Zipprich 

For more information,, please contact Gun Raffle Chairman Dave Geisler at 618-670-1419. 
 
 

2016 MWHI Gun Raffle 

One Winner Every Month - Ticket Drawn on First of Every Month - Beginning June, 2016 
Subject to availability at Draw Date - Pick-up at Outrageous Outdoors, Jerseyville 618-639-4867 

 

$20.00 per Ticket or  3 for $50.00  
Gun or Cash Equivalent  

 

Only 500 Sold 
 

June 2016 Gun   - Savage 17 HMR Camo w/scope 

July 2016 Gun   - Remington Versa Max 12ga Mossy Oak Camo 

August 2016 Gun  - S&W Shield 9mm 

September 2016 Gun  - Winchester SXP 12ga 3 1/2in Waterfowler 

October 2016 Gun  - TriStar TSA 3 1/2in Black 12ga 

November 2016 Gun  - Beretta A300 Outlander Black 12ga 
 

For tickets, please contact Gun Raffle Chairman Dave Geisler at 618-535-3889 

or any MWHI Board Member. 
 

 

Support Your Club - Sign Up a New Member Today!  
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


